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 .1תלמוד בבלי מסכת מועד קטן דף כו עמוד א
כתב ירמיה ספר קינות - .אמר להו :מה כתיב ביה? + -איכה א' +איכה ישבה בדד.

 .2בראשית פרק ג
)ז( ותפקחנה עיני שניהם וידעו כי עירמם הם ויתפרו עלה תאנה ויעשו להם חגרת) :ח(
וישמעו את קול יקוק אלהים מתהלך בגן לרוח היום ויתחבא האדם ואשתו מפני יקוק אלקים
בתוך עץ הגן) :ט( ויקרא יקוק אלקים אל האדם ויאמר לו איכה:
 .3גולה – exile

גאולה – redemption

 Kinah 6שבת סורו 4.
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 .5תלמוד בבלי מסכת מכות דף כד עמוד א
וכבר היה ר"ג ורבי אלעזר ]בן עזריה[ ורבי יהושע ורבי עקיבא מהלכין בדרך  ...שוב פעם
אחת היו עולין לירושלים ,כיון שהגיעו להר הצופים קרעו בגדיהם .כיון שהגיעו להר הבית,
ראו שועל שיצא מבית קדשי הקדשים ,התחילו הן בוכין ור"ע מצחק .אמרו לו :מפני מה אתה
מצחק? אמר להם :מפני מה אתם בוכים? אמרו לו ,מקום שכתוב בו+ :במדבר א' +והזר
הקרב יומת ועכשיו שועלים הלכו בו ולא נבכה? אמר להן :לכך אני מצחק ,דכתיב+ :ישעיהו
ח' +ואעידה לי עדים נאמנים את אוריה הכהן ואת זכריה בן יברכיהו ,וכי מה ענין אוריה אצל
זכריה? אוריה במקדש ראשון וזכריה במקדש שני! אלא ,תלה הכתוב נבואתו של זכריה
בנבואתו של אוריה ,באוריה כתיב+ :מיכה ג' +לכן בגללכם ציון שדה תחרש ]וגו' [,בזכריה
כתיב+ :זכריה ח' +עוד ישבו זקנים וזקנות ברחובות ירושלם ,עד שלא נתקיימה נבואתו של
אוריה  -הייתי מתיירא שלא תתקיים נבואתו של זכריה ,עכשיו שנתקיימה נבואתו של אוריה -
בידוע שנבואתו של זכריה מתקיימת .בלשון הזה אמרו לו :עקיבא ,ניחמתנו! עקיבא,
ניחמתנו….

 .6הגדה של פסח
ﬠֲקיבָ א ]ו ְַר ִבּי ַט ְרפון[ ֶשׁהָ יוּ
ַמﬠֲ ֶשׂה ְבּ ַר ִבּי אֱ ִליﬠֶ זֶר ו ְַר ִבּי יְהושֻׁ ﬠַ ו ְַר ִבּי אֶ ְלﬠָ זָר בֶּ ן ﬠֲ ז ְַריָה ו ְַר ִבּי ִ
יהם וְאָ ְמרוּ
יד ֶ
ְמסֻ ִבּין ִבּ ְבנֵי ְב ַרק וְהָ יוּ ְמסַ ְפּ ִרים ִבּיצִ יאַ ת ִמצְ ַריִם כָּל אותו הַ לַּ יְלָ ה ,ﬠַ ד ֶשׁבָּ אוּ ַת ְל ִמ ֵ
בּותינוּ ִהגִּ יﬠַ זְ ַמן ְק ִריאַ ת ְשׁ ַמע ֶשׁל ַשׁחֲ ִרית.
לָ הֶ ם ַר ֵ

 .7ילקוט שמעוני תורה פרשת ויצא ]רמז קיז[
תנא עולים ומסתכלים בדיוקנו של מעלה ויורדים ומסתכלים בדמות דיוקנו של מטה

8. Graffiti of Hope on the stones of the Kotel:
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 .9ישעיהו פרק סו
)יד( וראיתם ושש לבכם ועצמותיכם כדשא תפרחנה ונודעה יד יקוק את עבדיו וזעם את איביו:
14. You shall see and your heart shall rejoice, Your limbs shall flourish like grass. The power
of the LORD shall be revealed In behalf of His servants; But He shall rage against His foes.

 .10תענית דף כז עמוד א
התקינו נביאים הראשונים עשרים וארבעה משמרות .על כל משמר ומשמר היה מעמד בירושלים של
כהנים ושל לוים ושל ישראלים .הגיע זמן משמר לעלות  -כהנים ולוים עולין לירושלים.
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ISRAEL TRAVELS

11. Caves

of Arbela: The ultimate hiding place

Even Herod could not vanquish the guerrilla cave dwellers who lodged in these extremely steep cliffs atop a very
deep valley
By AVIVA AND SHMUEL BAR-AM | 27 March 2013, 2:11 am

Mount Arbel fort (photo credit: Shmuel Bar-Am)

Forty- ve years after my rst climb up Mount Arbel, I tried it again this week. How beautiful it is during this almostspring season, lled with brilliantly red anemones, tall asphodels and the pink and white blossoms of the Maltese
cross. And although I huffed and puffed quite a bit, ending up with legs that were wobbly and stiff for one or two
days, it felt pretty good to know that I still had it in me!
Mount Arbel, just north of Tiberias, is a stunning site that oozes with
Jewish history. In fact, well over 2,000 years ago it was lled with Jews!
They lived on the mountain in two different kinds of housing: One group
resided in dwellings on the mountain top and the others occupied natural
caves that had been gouged out of the limestone by rainwater over many
millennia. Their town was called Arbela.
Arbela’s cave dwellers built ritual baths and water cisterns, and enlarged
Maltese Cross, Arbel, Feb. 2013 (photo credit: Shmuel Bar-Am)
the caves in order to make their homes more comfortable. And at
different times over the course of Israel’s turbulent history, the caves were forti ed and connected with an internal
staircase.
In 161 B.C.E., Greek commander Bacchides passed through Arbela on his way to battle Judah Maccabee in Jerusalem.
Most of the townspeople rose up against the Greek army and were slaughtered, with only a few able to ee.
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Gamla Coin
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Perhaps the most intriguing single find at Gamla is a coin. Only six of its kind are

The Leon Levy Dead Sea Scrolls

known, all of them found in the western quarters at Gamla, and all from the same

Digital Library

pair of dies. It is a very crudely made bronze coin, obviously minted under

Friends of the IAA

improvised conditions and by an unskilled artisan. The obverse shows a cup, in

The Lod Mosaic

clear imitation of the famous Jerusalem silver shekels which made their first

The Jerusalem Archaeological Park

appearance in the winter of 66 CE, which are generally accepted as showing one

The Jaffa Cultural Heritage Project

of the Temple utensils (AJC2:106–108). No doubt one of the Jerusalem coins
served as a prototype for the Gamla coin, though no examples of the ‘models’
have been found to date.
The inscription starts around the cup and ends on the reverse, which carries no
design. It states, in a mixture of paleo-Hebrew (biblical) and Aramaic (square)
characters: "For the redemption of Jerusalem the H)oly) . Ironically, a coin of
‘Akko-Ptolemais was found together with one of these, minted in honor of
Vespasian when he landed there some months earlier on his way to crush the
revolt.
No doubt these coins were produced during the siege or immediately preceding
it, more as a propaganda effort than as currency, to make a political statement to
the Jews, and possibly to the Romans.
This coin challenges the traditional view of a fragmented Jewish front that was
preoccupied mainly with internal strife and the defense of isolated sites by
pockets of rebels, presenting Vespasian with an easy prey of towns and
strongholds instead of a unified front . It shows that even under the most difficult
conditions, the people of Gamla still remembered the original aims of the revolt,
symbolized by ‘the redemption of Holy Jerusalem’.
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josephus flavius

13 JOSEPHUS FLAVIUS (c. 37–after 100 C.E.), Jewish historian and one of the chief representatives of Jewish-Hellenistic literature.
biography
Early Life
Born in Jerusalem into an aristocratic priestly family belonging to the mishmeret of Jehoiarib, through his mother Josephus was related to the Hasmonean dynasty. Josephus relates of himself that in his youth he was so renowned for his
knowledge of the Torah that high priests and leading men of
the city would come to consult him on matters of halakhah,
and he was apparently distinguished in his youth as an aggadist. At all events, he was certainly not ignorant of the Torah,
as many scholars have maintained. From the age of 16 he spent
three years with a certain Bannus, who appears to have been a
member of one of the many contemporary sects (but not necessarily an *Essene), who lived an ascetic life in the wilderness,
wore clothes made of leaves, fed on wild herbs – like John the
Baptist (Matt. 3:4) – and made ablutions in the morning and
evening. In 64 C.E., at the age of 26, Josephus was sent on a
mission to Rome to secure the release of some priests who had
been seized and delivered to Rome by the procurator *Felix to
render an account to the emperor for some offense they had
committed. Josephus was probably selected for this mission
because of his knowledge of Greek. With the help of the Jewish actor Aliturus he obtained an introduction to the empress
*Poppaea Sabina; his efforts were crowned with success and
the priests were released. The visit had a profound effect on
Josephus, Rome making an indelible impression on him.
As Commander of Galilee During the Jewish War
At the outbreak of the Jewish War (66 C.E.), Josephus was appointed commander of Galilee, which was probably the most
important military assignment during the first stage of the
war. Despite this he seems to have belonged to the moderate
party that had gained control after the victory over Cestius
*Gallus, and it was hoped that he would exert his influence at
a critical juncture to achieve a compromise settlement. Simeon
b. Gamaliel could have found no one more suitable for this
purpose than Josephus, since the latter was quite capable of
outwitting his rivals until an opportune moment arrived to
work for peace. However, it remains uncertain whether John
of Giscala was actually ousted from the leadership in Galilee on explicit instructions from Jerusalem and overall command given to Josephus by the Sanhedrin, since his account
of his operations in Galilee (contained in the Life) is extremely
vague, and gives the impression that he conceals more than
he reveals. Josephus may have acted on his own responsibility when he sought to supersede John. In any case there is no
justification for the theory that Josephus was never sent to
Galilee but seized control there against the wishes of the Sanhedrin even before the outbreak of the revolt. In fact Josephus
seems to have come to Galilee only after Cestius Gallus’ defeat,
which marked the beginning of the revolt.
ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA, Second Edition, Volume 11

The position of the Sanhedrin’s envoy was a difficult one,
since the local Galilean leaders had no wish to accept a man
who had been appointed over them by the central authority in Jerusalem. Because of this there was continuous strife,
and clashes took place between Josephus and John and his
Galilean supporters. John failed in his attempt to induce the
Sanhedrin to recall Josephus, and the conflict in Galilee persisted until the arrival of *Vespasian in the spring of 67 C.E.
The country, unprepared for hostilities, was wholly unable to
wage an offensive war. The cities, which Josephus claimed to
have fortified, were isolated from one another and could only
defend themselves singly, without any cohesion or plan. The
decisive battle took place around the city of Jotapata, to which
Josephus had retired and which resisted for six weeks. When
the city fell on Tammuz 1, 67, Josephus fled with 40 men to a
cave. There each man resolved to slay his neighbor rather than
be taken captive by the enemy. Josephus artfully cast the lots,
deceitfully managing to be one of the two last men left alive
and then persuaded his companion to go out with him and
surrender to the Romans.
Josephus’ “Prophecy” Regarding Vespasian
Josephus relates that when he appeared before Vespasian he
foretold the greatness in store for the Roman commander,
who spared his life, binding him in chains only. This is a very
surprising account, for the Talmud tells a similar story except
that there the prophecy was made by R. *Johanan b. Zakkai.
In fact, there is some substance in both accounts. Presumably under no circumstances would Josephus have dared so
brazenly to misrepresent the truth had the story been a complete fabrication, since The Jewish War was written under the
patronage of the emperor and its contents sanctioned by the
imperial dynasty. The emperor would hardly have assented to
the account had it not contained a nucleus of truth, which led
him to accept the fictitious element in the story as well. The
primary fabrication was that the “prophecy” was not made by
Josephus when he appeared as a captive before Vespasian, who
received the rebel commander as a prisoner of war punishable
with death. It was apparently Vespasian’s intention to have him
taken to Rome and there to execute him during his triumph,
as he later did to *Simeon b. Giora. Josephus was held prisoner
in the Roman camp for the duration of Vespasian’s campaign
until the news was received of Nero’s death (68 C.E.). This information undoubtedly caused a stir in Vespasian’s camp too,
and the ferment increased greatly when word was heard of the
death of Galba (69 C.E.), who had been proclaimed emperor.
The officers and troops began to entertain the idea of appointing an emperor of their own.
His Exploitation of Circumstances Surrounding Nero’s
Death
Josephus was determined to exploit this new state of affairs to
his own advantage, shrewdly perceiving it as an opportunity
for obtaining his freedom – and perhaps even more – if only
he was able to make proper use of the favorable turn of events.
He was fully aware of the prophecy, which was widespread in
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3. Josephus War of the Jews Book 6 Chap. 8, 9 – Hiding in the caverns
So they now left these towers of themselves, or rather they were ejected out of them by God himself, and fled
immediately to that valley which was under Siloam. Where they again recovered themselves out of the dread
they were in for a while, and ran violently against that part of the Roman wall which lay on that side. But as their
courage was too much depressed to make their attacks with sufficient force, and their power was now broken
with fear and affliction; they were repulsed by the guards; and dispersing themselves at distances from each
other, went down into the subterranean caverns. (8:5)
The Romans slew some of them; some they carried captives; and others they made a search for under ground:
and when they found where they were, they broke up the ground, and slew all they met with. There were also
found slain there above two thousand persons: partly by their own hands, and partly by one another; but
chiefly destroyed by the famine. But then, the ill savour of the dead bodies was most offensive to those that
light upon them. Insomuch that some were obliged to get away immediately; while others were so greedy of
gain, that they would go in among the dead bodies that lay on heaps, and tread upon them. (9:4)

Remnants from the Sewer:

Roman sword, with its leather sheath partly intact
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שו"ת מהר"ם מרוטנבורג חלק ד )דפוס פראג( סימן רנ
אזל רוחי ותש כוחי ואור עיני אין אתי מחמת המציק אשר גברה ידו עלינו במאד ונפש ומחמד עינינו
לקח ואין בידינו ספר להשכיל ולהבין שדי יקנא לעמו ויאמר לצרתינו די וכו' .על אודות בחור
מרוטנבורק אשר קדש בתולה ע"י שליח

Location of the burning of the 24 cartloads of the Talmud

Ban vs. Burning
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